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Half	of	World's	Beaches	Could	Disappear	by	2100	
	

Scientists predict that rising sea levels could put half the world's beaches under water by 
the end of the century. They blame climate change. The scientists are from the 
European Commission. They warned that beaches in tourist hot-spots are threatened by 
erosion from increasing sea levels. Well-known beaches in Australia's Surfers' Paradise, 
the islands of Hawaii, Brazil's Copacabana Beach, and the Costa del Sol in Spain could 
disappear. 

Countries like The Gambia and Guinea-Bissau in Africa could lose 60% of their beaches. 
Australia could lose 12,000km of its beaches. The researchers said: "A substantial 
proportion of the world's sandy coastline is already eroding." They said we could see, 
"the near extinction of the world's sandy beaches". There are two ways we can help to 
save the beaches. One is to reduce emissions; the other is to manage our coastline in a 
more sustainable way. 
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Act iv i ty: What would life be like with no beaches for the following categories below? 

  Effects Good Things Bad Things 
Tourism       
Local life       
Coastline       
Wildlife       
People       
Other _____       

 
Vocabularies: 
 

1. Sustainable - able to be maintained at a certain rate or level 
2. Erosion/Eroding - Of soil, rock, or land, etc. being gradually worn away naturally. 
3. Predict/Predicted - stated or estimated as likely to happen in the future; forecast. 
4. Substantial - of considerable importance, size, or worth. 
5. Hot-spots - popular places of activity or entertainment. 
6. Disappear – gradually cease to exist. 


